
General Information About Bus Transportation Phone: 369-4037 

It is a privilege to transport your children to school each morning. We do have to follow some guidelines to ensure 

safe travel for everyone. Although the saying is old, i t  is still true, "The children wait on the bus, the bus doesn't wait for the 

children." Please, once the routine is established, have your child at the designated bus stop 10 minutes early. If there is bad 

weather the drivers are willing to make minor exceptions and wait a few seconds longer for the student to get to the bus. All 

scheduled stops will be made if a child is present or not. If no child is present the bus will safely move on. If the student is 

late, please have him or her move quickly to the bus so traffic will not be held up. Buses and bus stops have been known to 

create road rage in fellow motorists. 

If there is habitual tardiness to the bus stop, parents will be notified through a note or phone call. If a child is not 

present for 3 days in a row, the stop will be deleted, and parents will need to call to  reinstate the stop. 

Misbehavior on the bus sometimes causes the most problems. Students are expected to talk to others in their 

seats at appropriate times. The driver makes the final decisions on where children sit and when they may or may not speak. It 

is a mandatory state law that the bus be silent at all railroad crossings. There will be other times when the bus will need to be 

silent. For example, if there are mechanical issues the driver will need to report them. The bus will need to be silent as the 

driver relays the information for the mechanics to know what is wrong. Also, inclement weather or heavy traffic can cause the 

driver to request a silent Bus. 

All student riders should keep their book bags or backpacks on their lap. If your child does this, it is hard to  stand 

up, eliminating a hazardous situation for that child as well as distracting the driver. The students' hands will be holding what is 

in their lap which will keep their hands off other children. 

The discipline procedures are: I* write up -warning, 2nd write up - 3 days off bus, 3'* write up - 5 days off bus, 4'h 

write up - 10 days off bus and probation, sth write up - off bus for the remainder of  the year. Each discipline case is handled by 

the school administration. The administration follows due process. If the driver saw what happened, the write up will state: "I 

saw ..." If the driver did not see what happened, the write up will state: "It was reported to me ..." Remember, some violations 

are more serious than others which can lead to tougher consequences. If there are cases of bus vandalism, an investigation will 

occur. The most common offense is tearinglpoking holes/drawing on the seats. There is a charge of  $40 to repair one part of 

the seat, but if there is a drawing on the back of a seat as well as damage to the bottom of the seat, the charge will be $80. 

Parents, if there is a concern you would like to communicate to the driver, talking to him or her at the stop is not 

the best place. The driver gets distracted from watching the traffic as well as the children. Please write a note and have your 

child give it to the driver. You may also call the bus office and share your concern with me. The best time to call is  between 

8:00 and 11:30. There is usually someone at the office who can take a message i f  I am unavailable at the time. 

We pick up students throughout the whole district, and it is impossible to establish a stop at everyone's front door. 

There are rules and procedures to follow for routes with more than one stop on the same road or if stops are too close 

together. At times I will have to consolidate. I establish the routes, and I will strive to make the walking distance fair for 

everyone. Unfortunately, some neighborhoods are not as safe as others. I take this under consideration; however, i f  I cannot 

justify added stops, it is the parents' responsibility to monitor the student while he or she is walking to and from the 

established bus stop. 
I know that this seems like a lot of  regulations, but a 13 ton bus is something to  take seriously. Following these 

expectations makes for a safer ride for everyone. 

Alan Walfield 

Director of Transportation 


